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Introduction

Elephants, both Asian (Elephas maximus) and African 
(Loxodonta spp.), have long been known for their 
LQWHOOLJHQFH� DQG� FRPSOH[� VRFLDO� EHKDYLRXU�� 7KLV�
includes elephants helping each other in dangerous 
VLWXDWLRQV��)RU�H[DPSOH�HOHSKDQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�VHHQ�WU\LQJ�
WR�OLIW�DQ�LQMXUHG�DQLPDO�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VKRW��/DXUVHQ�
and Bekoff 1978 and references therein; Spinage 
����������� SURWHFWLQJ�GDUWHG� LQGLYLGXDOV� �'RXJODV�
+DPLOWRQ� HW� DO�� ������.�(�� SHUV�� REV����ZDLWLQJ� IRU�
LQMXUHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��6SLQDJH��������DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�DVVLVW�
LQMXUHG�DQG�RU�G\LQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�VKRZLQJ�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�GHDG�FRQVSHFL¿FV��'RXJODV�+DPLOWRQ�HW�DO���������
7KLV�FRQFHUQ�IRU�GLVWUHVVHG�FRQVSHFL¿FV�LV�D�WUDLW�IRXQG�
in humans and recorded in some other mammals 
including elephants, chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes), 
dolphins (Tursiopstrun catus)��'XE]LQVNLHW�DO��������
'RXJODV�+DPLOWRQ�HW�DO�������DQG�UHIHUHQFHV�WKHUHLQ��
and African buffalo (Syncerus caffer)��.�(��SHUV��REV���

In this short note, we report two instances ofAfrican 
Savannah elephants (L. africana) from Kenya and 
%RWVZDQD� WDNLQJ� FDUH� RI� LQMXUHG� DQG�RU�PXWLODWHG�
individuals, which ultimately survived and became 
IXOO\�DFFHSWHG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�JURXS�

Case 1: Aberdare Mountains, Kenya

,Q�-XO\������)�(�=��FDPH�DFURVV�D�KHUG�RI�HOHSKDQWV�
LQ�WKH�$EHUGDUH�0RXQWDLQV�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�LQ�.HQ\D��$�
single bull was in the middle of a large clearing, and 
a group of cows and calves were nearby drinking at 
D�ZDWHU�KROH���$Q�DGXOW�WKUHH�OHJJHG�IHPDOH�HOHSKDQW�
FDPH�OLPSLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�IRUHVW��MRLQLQJ�WKH�KHUG��7KH�

lower part of her right hind leg was missing, but the 
wound had healed well, leaving a scarred stump (see 
3ODWHV����� DQG���� FHQWUH�SDJH� LLL���6KH�ZDV�PRYLQJ�
easily but more slowly than the other elephants, and 
ODWHU� WKH\� OHIW� WKH� FOHDULQJ� WRJHWKHU��7KH�PXWLODWHG�
female seemed to be an ordinary member of the 
group, and interaction with the other animals was 
not different from any other interaction within the 
JURXS��,W�LV�XQNQRZQ�ZKDW�FDXVHG�WKH�LQMXU\��SHUKDSV�
D�SRDFKHU¶V�VQDUH�RU�DQ�LQÀDPPDWLRQ���EXW�WKH�ZRXQG�
must have been life-threatening and extremely painful, 
and it is likely that during the time it was healing she 
ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�KHOS�RI�WKH�JURXS��
For example, the group must have been indulgent 
GXULQJ�PRYHPHQW�DQG�KDYH�ZDLWHG�IRU�WKH�LQMXUHG�FRZ��
+RZHYHU��WKH�KDELWDW�LV�PRXQWDLQ�IRUHVW�ZLWK�FOHDULQJV�
and easy year-round access to water, so unlike in dry 
areas such as Tsavo in southern Kenya or the Kalahari, 
QR�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�PLJUDWLRQV�DUH�QHFHVVDU\��3ODWHV�����
DQG����VHH�FHQWUH�SDJHV��LLL���

Case 2: Okavango Delta, Botswana

In April and May 2003 a female elephant of about 
20–25 years, her four-year old male calf and a male 
calf of about eight months were repeatedly seen in 
WKH�ZHVWHUQ�2NDYDQJR�'HOWD��:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD�1JDPLODQG�1*�����7KH\�ZHUH�¿UVW�VLJKWHG�E\�
.�(��RQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI���$SULO�DQG�LW�ZDV�QRWHG�WKDW�
the youngest had a very swollen front left leg with an 
unusual angle to the knee and that his head had a fold 
of skin from the top of his ear and down the side of 
KLV�IDFH��7KH\�ZHUH�VLJKWHG�DJDLQ�WKDW�HYHQLQJ��ZKHQ�
the calf kept falling over and was really struggling to 
UHPDLQ�XSULJKW��+H�ZDV�DOVR�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�WKLQ��7KH�
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mother or older calf stood over it or near it when it was 
VOHHSLQJ�FROODSVHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��$W�������K�.�(��OHIW�
WKH�JURXS�DQG�WKH�FDOI�ZDV�VWLOO�O\LQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��
.�(��WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKH�FDOI�ZRXOG�GLH�RU�EH�DWWDFNHG�DQG�
eaten by lions that night as a pride had been sighted 
LQ�WKH�DUHD�WKDW�GD\��

The next day the three elephants remained in the 
DUHD� DQG� WKH�EDE\�ZDV�XS�EXW� VWLOO� VWUXJJOLQJ��7KH�
mother and older calf were very protective and again 
observations were done from afar and it was decided 
not to remain for long to avoid undue stress to the 
JURXS��7KH\�ZHUH�DJDLQ�VLJKWHG� LQ� WKH�HYHQLQJ�DQG�
WKH�FDOI�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ��
They were seen again on 9 April, this time with 
four male elephants (two 21–25 year olds and two 
��±��\HDU�ROGV���$OO�VL[�ZHUH�LQ�D�ODJRRQ�ZKHQ�¿UVW�
sighted; then the males left the lagoon followed by the 
IHPDOH�DQG�KHU�WZR�FDOYHV��:KHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�RXW�RI�WKH�
water the youngest calf kept falling over but was able 
WR�ULJKW�KLPVHOI�DQG�DSSHDUHG�PXFK�VWURQJHU���

On 14 April they were sighted by a large lagoon, 
GULQNLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU¶V�HGJH��7KH�\RXQJHVW�FDOI�QRZ�
KDG�GLDUUKRHD��:KHQ�WKH�PRWKHU�DQG���\HDU�ROG�ZHUH�
ready to leave the lagoon the youngest was unable to 
follow as he had his front left foot stuck in the mud 
and could not get leverage with his swollen leg so kept 
IDOOLQJ�RYHU�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ULJKW�KLPVHOI�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��
The mother returned to the calf, and gently backed 
into him but did not attempt to pull him up or out 
RI�WKH�PXG��2QFH�KH�KDG�PDQDJHG�WR�IUHH�KLPVHOI��D�
KHUG�RI����HOHSKDQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�PDOH�RI���±��\HDUV��
FDPH�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ZDWHU��:KHQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�\RXQJHU�
herd members came near the three, the four year old 
calf stood between them and his younger brother, 
apparently trying to keep them away, with his ears 
out, not charging or trumpeting but moving towards 
WKHP�LI�WKH\�JRW�WRR�FORVH��2QFH�WKH\�KDG�ORVW�LQWHUHVW�
and moved on to drink from the lagoon, the three left 
ZLWK�WKH�\RXQJHVW�OLPSLQJ�EDGO\��

They were seen again on the 1 May and for the last 
WLPH�RQ�WKH����0D\�������2Q�ERWK�WKHVH�RFFDVLRQV�MXVW�
WKH�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�VHHQ�

It is unusual to see small groups of females and their 
calves apart from larger herds although similarly small 
JURXSV�ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�DUHD��.�(��XQSXEO��GDWD���
Usually a female as young as this and her calves would 
be members of a herd consisting of a number of related 
IHPDOHV� DQG� WKHLU� FDOYHV� �'RXJODV�+DPLOWRQ�������
)HUQDQGR�DQG�/DQGH��������,W�ZDV�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKLV�
young male was either born with these deformities or 

ZDV�LQMXUHG�VRRQ�DIWHU�ELUWK��ZKLFK�VHYHUHO\�DIIHFWHG�
KLV�DELOLW\�WR�PRYH��+LV�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQ�LPSURYHG�
over the time that he was seen and he appeared to be 
struggling less to remain upright, however he was 
VWLOO�VORZ�DQG�OLPSHG�ZKHQ�PRWLOH��7KLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�
affected his ability to remain with the pace of the herd 
and it would appear that the female decided to remove 
herself from her herd along with her older calf and 
\RXQJHU�FDOI�PRYLQJ�DW�WKH�\RXQJVWHU¶V�SDFH�

These two observations in different populations of 
the African Savannah elephant provide more evidence 
of the social complexities of this species and the ability 
RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�HPSDWKLVH�ZLWK�RWKHUV��
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