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Birth of a wild white rhino calf at Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary, Uganda
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It is extremely rare to witness the birth of a rhinoceros 
FDOI�LQ�WKH�ZLOG��OHW�DORQH�YLGHR�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��8QOLNH�
many free-ranging rhino populations living in protected 
areas, the white rhino population at Ziwa Rhino 
Sanctuary in central Uganda is monitored 24 hours 
D�GD\��7KH�DGXOW�IHPDOH�QDPHG�.RUL�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�
KDYH�KHU�WKLUG�FDOI�LQ�-DQXDU\������IROORZLQJ�D�FDOYLQJ�
interval of  24 months, as had been experienced with 
KHU� SUHYLRXV� FDOI�� 7KH� PRQLWRULQJ� UDQJHUV� ZHUH�
diligently watching for signs of an impending birth 
ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�FDOI�EHLQJ�DJJUHVVLYHO\�FKDVHG�RII���

=LZD�5KLQR�6DQFWXDU\��=56��FRYHUV������NP2 in 
WKH�1DJDVRQJROD�GLVWULFW�RI�FHQWUDO�8JDQGD��3ULRU�WR�
becoming a wildlife sanctuary in 2004, the area was 
SDUW�RI�D�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ��$V�VXFK�WKHUH�LV�
little other wildlife on the Sanctuary apart from a few 
numbers of small antelope and vervet monkeys, which 
GR�QRW�RIIHU�DQ\�GDQJHU�WR�KXPDQV�

The rhinos at Ziwa are held under heavy security, 24 
hours a day by armed guards and monitoring rangers 
�3DWWRQ�HW�DO����������7KH�PRQLWRULQJ�WHDPV�NHHS�WKH�
rhinos in view but at a discrete distance so as not to 
disturb their normal behaviour, which is recorded on 
DQ�KRXUO\�EDVLV�

2Q���� -DQXDU\�������.RUL�ZDV� UHVWLQJ� IURP� WKH�
afternoon heat in a small grass area surrounded by 
open tree vegetation with her calf Laloyo, and two 
VXE�DGXOWV�±� IRXU�\HDU�ROG� -XVWXV��KHU�¿UVW� FDOI� DQG�
two and a half year old Malaika, the second calf of a 
IHPDOH�FDOOHG�1DQGL��$QRWKHU�IHPDOH��%HOOD��ZLWK�KHU�
FDOI��'RQQD��DQG�KHU�¿UVW�FDOI�$XJXVWX�QRZ�D�VXE�DGXOW�
of four years and three month old and the sub-adult 
Obama, four years and seven months old were also 
UHVWLQJ�RQO\�D�IHZ�PHWUHV�DZD\��'HWDLOHG�GDWD�ZDV�QRW�
UHFRUGHG�SULRU�WR�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�FDOI��+RZHYHU�WKH�
rangers who were monitoring the rhinos noted their 
observations when, around 3pm, the behaviour of Kori 
changed from being very calm to very agitated moving 
around the immediate area, urinating many times and 
LQWHUPLWWHQWO\�IHHGLQJ�

At 1600hr Kori made the rhinos that were 
accompanying her, including her calf Laloyo, move 

away some 20 metres in a forceful but not aggressive 
PDQQHU��$OO�PRYHG�RII�LPPHGLDWHO\�DQG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�
FRQIURQWDWLRQ��.RUL�FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�UHVWOHVV�DQG�GLG�
not settle for a further hour at which point she returned 
WR�DQ�DUHD�VKH�KDG�YLVLWHG�WZLFH�EHIRUH�GXULQJ�WKH�KRXU��
The period of restlessness and frequent urination was 
VLPLODUO\�UHSRUWHG�LQ�FDSWLYH�UKLQRV��E\�%HDQ���������
/DQJ���������%XHFKQHU�HW�DO���������DQG�6DEKDUZDO�
�������

The monitoring rangers had earlier reported to 
+HDG�4XDUWHUV�WKDW�.RUL�PLJKW�EH�GXH�WR�FDOYH���6HQLRU�
SHUVRQQHO�DWWHQGHG�ZLWK�D�6RQ\�GLJLWDO�KLJK�GH¿QLWLRQ�
YLGHR� FDPHUD� UHFRUGHU� �'96�������������� XVLQJ�
6RQ\�0LQL'9� WDSH��)LOPLQJ�EHJDQ�DW�����KU�ZLWK�
the real time to the second displayed on each frame 
PDNLQJ� WKLV� UHFRUGLQJ� DFFHSWDEOH� IRU� DQDO\VLV�7KH�
7DEOH��EHORZ��VKRZV�WKH�PDLQ�REVHUYDWLRQV�PDGH�DQG�
WKH� OHQJWK�RI� WLPH�EHWZHHQ� VSHFL¿HG�REVHUYDWLRQV��
For example, observation 2 - water bag breaks; and 
observation 3 - calf drops, time expired 3 minutes 7 
VHFRQGV��7KH� WRWDO� OHQJWK�RI� WLPH�DQDO\VHG�ZDV����
PLQXWHV�DQG����VHFRQGV�

The birth of the new calf starting around 1700hr 
took place in broad daylight which was a complete 
FKDQJH�IURP�VL[�SUHYLRXV�ELUWKV�DW�=56��3DWWRQ�HW�DO��
������DOO�RI�ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�QLJKW�WLPH�KRXUV��
That study showed that the ZRS females chased away 
the older calf between 3 and 32 hours before the 
ELUWK�RI�WKH�QHZ�FDOI��+RZHYHU�WKH�RQH�H[FHSWLRQ�ZDV�
ZLWK�.RUL¶V�¿UVW�FDOI��-XVWXV��ZKR�OHIW�.RUL�ZLWKRXW�
aggression around 3 hours before her new calf, 
/DOR\R��ZDV�ERUQ��.RUL�DJDLQ�VKRZHG�QR�DJJUHVVLRQ�
towards Laloyo or her two companion rhinos and all 
three remained within 20 metres of Kori before and 
GXULQJ�WKH�ELUWK�RI�WKH�QHZ�FDOI�

Kori burst the water bag by leaning up against 
D�WUHH�IRU���VHFRQGV��,Q�D�UHSRUW�RQ�EUHHGLQJ�,QGLDQ�
UKLQRV� DW� .DQSXU� =RR�� ,QGLD�� 6DEKDUZDO� �������
states that the captive rhino ruptures the water bag 
by suddenly standing up leading to traction of the 
QDYHO� FRUG�DWWDFKHG� WR� WKH�SODFHQWD��$W�����KU� WKH�
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1 min 13 sec 

3 min 7 sec 

58 sec 

3 min 13 sec 

3 min 4 sec  

19 min 37 sec 

21 min 9 sec 

34 min 29 sec 

37 min 31 sec 

FDOI�GURSSHG�DQG�OD\�VWLOO�IRU����VHFRQGV�EHIRUH�LWV�¿UVW�
movement which was to shake its head after which its 
main actions were to move by wriggling, attempting 
WR� VWDQG�� VWDQGLQJ��ZDONLQJ� E\� VWDJJHULQJ�� LWV� ¿UVW�
VXFNOLQJ�DQG�LWV�¿UVW�WUXH�ZDON�

7KH�¿UVW� WLPH� WKH� FDOI� DWWHPSWHG� WR� VWDQG�ZDV���
PLQXWHV� DQG��� VHFRQGV� DIWHU� WKH�ELUWK��%XHFKQHU� HW�
DO���������UHSRUWHG�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DQ�,QGLDQ�UKLQR�FDOI�
VWDUWHG� WR� VWUXJJOH�ZDV� DIWHU� ��PLQXWHV��.RUL¶V� FDOI�
DWWHPSWHG�WR�VWDQG�D�IXUWKHU�¿IWHHQ� WLPHV�RYHU�D����
PLQXWH�DQG����VHFRQG�SHULRG��%HDQ��������UHSRUWHGWKDW�
a captive white rhino calf stood within 5 minutes 
while a new Indian rhino calf took 24 minutes before 
VWDQGLQJ��/DQJ�������DQG�%XHFKQHU��������UHFRUGHG�
����PLQXWHV��,Q�DOO�WKH�DWWHPSWV�WR�VWDQG�E\�.RUL¶V�FDOI��
it raised the front legs but collapsed as it tried to stand 

RQ�LWV�UHDU�OHJV��7KH�¿UVW�FRPSOHWHG�VWDQGLQJ�ZDV�ZLWK�
the front legs in the correct position while the rear legs 
ZHUH�H[WHQGHG�EDFNZDUGV�

During the period that the calf failed to stand, it 
PRYHG�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�E\�ZULJJOLQJ�DURXQG�RQ�LWV�VWRPDFK��
,W�RQO\�GLG�VR�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�LW�ZDV�IDFLQJ��,W�
GLG�WKLV�DFWLRQ�VHYHQ�WLPHV�

Laloyo became interested in the new calf, her sister, 
2 minutes and 53 seconds after the birth and walked 
WRZDUGV� LW��.RUL�PRYHG� WR� EORFN�KHU�ZD\�EXW� WKHQ�
WXUQHG�DVLGH�WR�OHW�WKH�FDOI�DQG�/DOR\R�PHHW��7KH�FDOI�
wriggled 90 degrees to face the head of Laloyo and 
WKH�WZR�VPHOOHG�HDFK�RWKHU��$IWHU�D�WRWDO�RI�RQH�PLQXWH��
Kori decided to move Laloyo away from the calf by 
VWDQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�EXW�ZLWK�/D\ROR�DQG�-XVWXV�
VWDQGLQJ�RQO\�D�IHZ�PHWUHV�DZD\���

Table 1. The time between main observations of the birth of a wild white rhino calf at Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary  

       



Patton and Genade

Pachyderm  No. 56  July 2014–June 2015 116

Bella’s group moved within 10 m of Kori and calf 
��PLQXWHV�DQG���VHFRQGV�DIWHU�WKH�ELUWK��.RUL�FKDUJHG�
3 steps at them as a warning and stood, then sat, as a 
EDUULHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�JURXS�DQG�KHU�FDOI��$�PLQXWH�ODWHU�
.RUL¶V�JURXS�MRLQHG�%HOOD¶V�JURXS�VR�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[�
UKLQRV�DOO�VWDQGLQJ�ZLWKLQ���PHWUHV�RI�.RUL�DQG�WKH�FDOI��
After 1 minute and 36 seconds, Kori became agitated 
DQG�VWRRG�XS�DJJUHVVLYHO\�PDNLQJ�WKH�JURXS�GLVSHUVH�

The new calf was able to stand properly 19 minutes 
DQG����VHFRQGV�DIWHU�LWV�ELUWK�$�IXUWKHU���PLQXWH�DQG�
���VHFRQGV�ODWHU��LW�PDGH�LWV�¿UVW�DWWHPSW�WR�ZDON�EXW�
ZLWKRXW�VXI¿FLHQW� OHJ�VWUHQJWK�LW�FRXOG�RQO\�VWDJJHU�
using the body of the mother Kori to help it remain 
XSULJKW��7KH� VWDJJHULQJ� DWWHPSWV� RI� WKH� FDOI�ZHUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�HIIRUWV�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�XGGHU�WR�VXFNOH��
After the fourth stagger, Kori lay down on her right 
ÀDQN�WR�H[SRVH�KHU�XGGHU�WR�WKH�FDOI��+RZHYHU��WKH�FDOI��
while in a good position, did not suckle but remained 
OHDQLQJ� RQ� WKH�ÀDQN�� SRVVLEO\� WRR� WLUHG� IURP� LWV� ��
PLQXWH�DQG����VHFRQG�VWUXJJOH�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�XGGHU��.RUL�
reacted by standing and moving around to make the 
teats easy for the calf to access but the calf appeared 
WR�EH�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�VWDQGLQJ�

Kori remained standing for a further 7 minutes and 
21 seconds when it lay down for a second time and 16 
VHFRQGV�ODWHU�WKH�FDOI�DWWHPSWHG�WR�VXFNOH�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
WLPH��,W�LV�QRW�FOHDU�LI�WKH�FDOI�VXFFHVVIXOO\�VXFNOHG�DQG�
WKH�DFWLRQ�ODVWHG�OHVV�WKDQ����VHFRQGV�7KLV�¿UVW�DWWHPSW�
was 34 minutes and 29 seconds after the birth while 
/DQJ� ������� UHSRUWHG����PLQXWHV� DQG�%HDQ� �������
RQO\����PLQXWHV��7KH�QH[W�DWWHPSW�WR�VXFNOH�DSSHDUHG�
to occur 3 minutes and 2 seconds later and again was 
IRU�RQO\����VHFRQGV��'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�.RUL�DSSHDUHG�WR�
EH�XQVHWWOHG�E\�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�FDOI�DURXQG�KHU�

7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKH�FDOI�VWDUWHG�WR�ZDON�QRUPDOO\���
without staggering or leaning against the mother – was 
���PLQXWHV�DQG����VHFRQGV�DIWHU�WKH�ELUWK���3ODWH����VHH�
FHQWUH�SDJHV�LL��
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