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Theresa Warth – The passing of the 

“Elephant Lady” of Zimbabwe 

Tracey Bridges
email: wasara@bsatt.com

7KHUHVD�:DUWK��SDVVHG�DZD\�VXGGHQO\�RQ�WKH���-XQH�
�����DJHG����LQ�+DUDUH��=LPEDEZH���7KHUHVD�ZDV�ERUQ�
LQ�$XVWULD�LQ������DQG�FDPH�WR�=LPEDEZH�DV�D�EDE\���
,Q�������VKH�PRYHG�WR�:DVDUD�5DQFK��ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�
Chiredzi River Conservancy in the south-east of the 
FRXQWU\��)RU�QHDUO\����\HDUV�7KHUHVD�ZDV�D�GHYRWHG�
FRQVHUYDWLRQLVW� DQG� OHDGLQJ�¿JXUH� LQ� DQWL�SRDFKLQJ�
RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�

Theresa was well known and respected for her 
SDVVLRQ�IRU�ZLOGOLIH��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�HOHSKDQWV���6KH�
became someone that people across the country turned 
WR�ZKHQ� WKH\�KDG� D� VLFN� RU� LQMXUHG� HOHSKDQW�� �+HU�
dedication and incredible connection with elephants 
set her apart, and she devoted her life to rescuing and 
UHKDELOLWDWLQJ�WKHP�

(OHSKDQWV�WKDW�FDPH�WKURXJK�WKH�:DVDUD�KHUG�RYHU�
the years included 12 babies orphaned by the severe 
drought that swept through the Zimbabwean low veld 
in the early 1990’s; Marula and Lewa, rescued by Clem 
Coetsee in 1993; Mungwezi and Chitora who were 
UHVFXHG�LQ�������.LPED�LQ�������-LQMD�LQ������DQG��
ODVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��OLWWOH�7XUJZH�LQ�������

The wild herd of elephants in the area were a 
SDUWLFXODU� FRQFHUQ� IRU� KHU�� �7ZHQW\�¿YH� HOHSKDQWV�
rescued from the drought were released into the 
Chiredzi River Conservancy area in 1992; through 
migration and breeding the population had grown to 
���E\������

One of the guests at Theresa’s Memorial at Mteri 
Dam had this to say, in summing up her life dedicated 
to wildlife:

“It was such a privilege to witness her incredible 
relationship with the rehabilitated elephants and to 
ZDWFK�KRZ�VKH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKHP�´�

Unfortunately, Zimbabwe’s complicated and 
turbulant political situation took its toll on wildlife in 
the area, as well as placing Theresa personally under 
JUHDW�SUHVVXUH�DQG�VWUHVV���1HYHU�RQH�WR�VWDQG�E\�WKH�
wayside, Theresa formed a team of game scouts and 
funded their anti-poaching operations, which continued 
GHVSLWH�UHWDOLDWLRQ�DWWDFNV�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�SDWUROV�

7KH�:DVDUD�)RXQGDWLRQ��KWWSV���ZDVDUDIRXQGDWLRQ�

ZRUGSUHVV�FRP���KDV�EHHQ�VHW�XS�WR�KRQRXU�7KHUHVD�
DQG�KHU�ZRUN�DQG�WR�FDUU\�RQ�ZLWK�ZKDW�VKH�VWDUWHG���
It became her life work to protect what she loved, and 
educate people as to why it was important to care for 
ZLOGOLIH�DQG�SUHVHUYH�WKH�ODQG���%\�UDLVLQJ�IXQGV�DQG�
DZDUHQHVV��WKH�:DVDUD�)RXQGDWLRQ�KDV�SOHGJHG�WR�NHHS�
Theresa’s legacy alive and turn the future she saw and 
IRXJKW�IRU�LQWR�UHDOLW\��7UDFH\�%ULGJHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�
WR�UXQ�WKH�:DVDUD�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�7KHUHVD¶V�
ZRUN���6HH�3ODWH�����FHQWUH�SDJH�YLL��

  


