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phenomenon would certainly seem to account for some reports.

From hisobservations, Offerman conduded thet large height variations
exig in thecycl otisrace of dephants and that the exitence of adigtinct
pygmy raceis not proven.

Itis perhaps of interest thet we have asmilar Stuation among buffaoes
inthe Park. Individuas of digtinctly forest characterigtics (Synceros
caffer nanus) , with red coats and small thin upward-pointing horns
are found mixed in herds with the normal black savannatype of
buffal oes, though the horns of the latter are not usualy quite aslarge
asthose of Eagt African buffaloes, possbly dueto inter-breeding.
KesHillman Smith
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A family group in Tarangire

Black Rhinos in Lake Nakuru
National Park

Before the trand ocation exercise of rhinostoLake Nakuru National
Park (LNNP) started, two rhinos, amae and afemale, were dready
in the Park. The history of these two goes back to the late 1950s
when three black rhinos used to be sighted by herdsmen on the
former cattle ranch which today isapart of the Park. In 1987, when
monitoring studies started, only two rhinos were located, the third
was assumed dead. It is something of a mystery that the two have
not bred in dl thistime.

By October 1987, when the exercise ended, atotd of 17 black rhinos
had been trand ocated to LNNP, 15 of which came from Solio Game
Resrve, one mdefrom Nairobi Park and another from Lewa Downs.
Thisincreased the population to 8 femalesand 11 males, atota of
19rhinos All the rhinos have settled with the exception of onefemale
which was taken to Lewa Downs Rhino Sanctuary after having
been attacked and serioudly wounded.

One of the rhinos, which was pregnant when captured, gave birthin
late 1989. Although thereisalot of browse in LNNP, monitoring
indicates that most of it is unavailable to the rhinos due to plant
heights of over 2.5 m. Digtary composition resultsindicate that some
plants are not eaten a al, while others are heavily sdected. All the
animasarein the southern part of the Park. Thisdistribution can be
attributed to water scarcity in the northern as compared to the southern
part of the Park where several bore-holes and shalow dams have
been developed. Thelake weter ishighly dkaline. The home ranges

during the dry season are significantly larger than in the wet season.
F.K. Waweru

Unita Involved in Ivory Trafficking

Unitaisinvolved inivory trafficking, the South African newspaper,
the Sunday Times reported in November last year.

The newspaper published an interview with aformer officer of
the South African Army, Col. Jan Breytenzach, who confirmed
that Unitais still involved in trafficking ivory and rhino hornsto
finance its military activities against the Angolan government.

According to the officer, al ivory and rhino horns obtained from
indiscriminate killing of animalsin southern Angola were
transported via Namibia to South Africa, which has become an
important exporter of these products.

Breytenzach, who commanded battalion 22 of the South African
Army in theinvasion of Angola s Cuando-Cubango province, said
he observed Unitakilling elephants in that area with the use of
AK-47' s and other machine guns.

Agencies. Kenya Times 24 November 1989

Kenya's Rhino Man Wins the
Goldman Environmental Prize

Michadl Werikhe, Kenya s rhino man, was one of six recipients of
the First Annual Goldman Environmental Prize. Mr Werikhe
received the prize for Africain recognition of hiswalksto raise
fundsfor rhino projectsin East and Central Africa, and awareness
of the plight of the rhino and the state of the environment in generd.

Mr Werikhe and Janet Gibson of Belize who won the prize for
South/Central Americafor her rolein helping to preserve acord
reef were two of the Wildlife Conservation Internationals nominees
for the awards. Other prize-winnersincluded, for North America,
Lois Gibson of the United States, who first warned thet toxic waste
was seeping into aresidential area called Love Candl: for Asia,
Harrison Ngau who suffered imprisonment and house arrest for
his efforts to help Borneo’ s indigenous people to save their
rainforests; for Australiaand Oceania, Bob Brown of Tasmania,
who left hismedicd practiceto campaign for environmental causes,
and for Europe, Janos Vargha of Hungary, who lost hisjob during
hisfight against construction of adam on the Danube River.

In one of his speeches Mr Werikhe said, “... What we need most is
public education, and for the governments of the world to exert
influence on Arabiaand the Far East, where people must be made
to understand that the rhino is better aive than made into dagger
handles, medicines and aphrodisiacs. Just as rhino horn has become
asymboal of wedlth and health for many cultures, it haslong been
asymbol of wildlife conservationin Africa. A metalic rhino greets
you at the gates of our national parks. But if we can't take care of
our symbol, what hopeisthere for the rest of the natural habitat,
and ultimately for man himself?’

Michael Werikhe now plansto walk in the United States next year
to raise further funds and support for the rhino. He will once again
have the support of East African Wild Life Society and Wildlife
Conservation International.
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